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One of the nation’s most prominent scholars, Dr. Eddie Glaude, 
Jr. is an author, political commentator, public intellectual and 
passionate educator who examines the complex dynamics of the 
American experience. His writings, including Democracy in 
Black: How Race Still Enslaves the American Soul, in a Shade 
of Blue: Pragmatism and the Politics of Black America, and his 
most recent, the New York Times bestseller, Begin Again: 
James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for our Own, 
takes a wide look at Black communities, the difficulties of race 
in the United States and the challenges we face as a democracy. 
In his writing and speaking, Glaude is an American critic in the 
tradition of James Baldwin and Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
confronting history and bringing our nation’s complexities, 
vulnerabilities and hope into full view. Hope that is, in one of 
his favorite quotes from W.E.B. Du Bois, "not hopeless, but a 
bit unhopeful." 
  

Glaude is the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor and Chair of the 
Department of African American Studies at Princeton. He is also on the Morehouse College Board 
of Trustees. He frequently appears in the media, as a columnist for TIME Magazine and as an 
MSNBC contributor on programs like Morning Joe and Deadline Whitehouse with Nicolle 
Wallace. He regularly appears on Meet the Press on Sundays. Glaude also hosts Princeton’s AAS 
podcast, a conversation around the field of African American Studies and the Black experience in 
the 21st century. 
 
A highly accomplished and respected scholar of religion, Glaude is a former president of the 
American Academy of Religion. His books on religion and philosophy include An Uncommon 
Faith: A Pragmatic Approach to the Study of African American Religion, African American 
Religion: A Very Short Introduction, and Exodus! Religion, Race and Nation in Early 19th 
Century Black America, which was awarded the Modern Language Association’s William Sanders 
Scarborough Book Prize. 
 
Some like to describe Glaude as the quintessential Morehouse man, having left his home in Moss 
Point, Mississippi at age 16 to begin studies at the HBCU and alma mater of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. He holds a master’s degree in African American Studies from Temple University and a 
Ph.D. in Religion from Princeton University. 
 
Glaude is known both for his inspiring oratory and ability to convene conversations that engage 
fellow citizens from all backgrounds — from young activists to corporate audiences looking for a 
fresh perspective on DEI. In 2011, he delivered Harvard’s DuBois lectures. His 2015 
commencement remarks at Colgate University titled, "Turning Our Backs," was recognized by the 
New York Times as one of the best commencement speeches of the year. 
 
Combining a scholar’s knowledge of history, a political commentator’s take on the latest events, 
and an activist’s passion for social justice, Glaude challenges all of us to examine our collective 
American conscience, "not to posit the greatness of America, but to establish the ground upon 
which to imagine the country anew."
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Brenda A. Allen was appointed as Lincoln University’s 14th 
president in 2017. Since that time, she has implemented a 
strategic plan designed to ensure Lincoln's place among great 
liberal arts institutions. Current investments include increased 
support for faculty teaching and scholarship, and expanding co- 
curricular opportunities. 
 
Under Dr. Allen’s leadership the University received a $20 
million gift, the largest from a single donor in Lincoln’s 167- 
year history. Prior to coming to Lincoln, Dr. Allen held 
executive positions at Winston Salem State University, Brown 
University and Smith College. She also served as a 
postdoctoral associate and lecturer at Yale University. She 
holds a bachelor's in psychology from Lincoln University, and 
a master's degree and doctorate in psychology, both from 
Howard University. 
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Chad Dion Lassiter is a National Expert in the field of 
American Race Relations. Mr. Lassiter has worked on race, 
peace, and poverty-related issues in The United States of 
America, Africa, Canada, Haiti, Israel, and Norway, and is 
called upon frequently by media outlets to provide commentary 
on race relations and potential solutions. 
 
He is the current Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission, where over his four years in 
this position, he has continued to push the Commonwealth 
forward in the spaces of DEI Training, Unconscious Bias 
Training, Anti-Racism Training and has developed and 
launched a ‘No Hate in Our State Townhall' to address the 
surge of White Nationalism in Pennsylvania, a 'Social Justice 
Lecture Series' providing an outlet for the communities in the 
State to discus imperative issues and serves as a Racial 
Reduction Response team for those communities impacted by
 hatred. He oversees a staff of 87 with three Regional Offices that comprise the 67 Counties in 

Pennsylvania and manages an annual budget of $11 million dollars. 
 
He has also developed programs under his appointment, such as a ‘Global Social Justice 
Initiative’, ‘Black and Jewish Beloved Community Dialogue’, and the ‘College Race Dialogue 
Initiative.’ Mr. Lassiter received his Master’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
Graduate School of Social Work, where he was the A. Phillip Randolph Award winner in 2001 
and was the recipient of the prestigious University of Pennsylvania’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Involvement Award in 2008.
 
Mr. Lassiter is a co-founder and current president of the University of Pennsylvania’s School of 
Social Policy & Practice’s Black Men at Penn, the first Ivy League Black male group of social 
workers. Since 2003 this transcendent group has sought to recruit Black males into the 
profession, as well as, provide Anti-Racism and violence prevention training to urban and 
suburban schools around the country and diversity and inclusion training for corporate entities 
and penal systems.
 
Mr. Lassiter has been recognized by the Philadelphia Tribune as “The Most Influential African 
American Leader from 2010-2022”, as “Who’s Who among African-Americans" 17th edition in 
2004 with such notables as Colin Powell and Michael Jordan.
 
On November 18th, 2019, Mr. Lassiter was inducted into the University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Social Policy and Practice Alumni Hall of Fame. On October 26, 2021, Mr. Lassiter 
was chosen as National Association of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter Social Worker of 
the Year for 2021. Mr. Lassiter has also been recognized by City & State’s 2022 Pennsylvania 
Fifty Over 50; City & State’s 2022 Pennsylvania Impact 50 and City and State’s Pennsylvania 
Power of Diversity: Black 100. 
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M. Joel Bolstein was appointed to serve as Interim Chair of the 
PHRC on April 18, 2016 and named Chair in October 2018.
 
Bolstein is currently a partner in the law firm of Fox 
Rothschild, LLP, where his practice consists of environmental 
law and governmental affairs. His environmental practice 
focuses on brownfields redevelopment and the reuse of old 
industrial sites. Bolstein assists developers, including 
homebuilders, with environmental-related construction issues, 
including permit procurement, erosion and sedimentation 
controls, and environmental assessments and remediation. He 
also advises clients on permit and enforcement actions and 
regulatory compliance. He also represents buyers, sellers, 
lenders, and public entities in corporate and real estate 
transactions. Bolstein's government affairs practice focuses on 
obtaining legislative, regulatory, and administrative solutions
for clients at all levels of government. He has assisted clients 
on matters involving legislation, permits, enforcement actions, 
contracting, and procurement challenges. 

 
Bolstein served three terms on the U.S. EPA's National Advisory Council for Environmental 
Policy & Technology. From January 1995 to July 1997, he was Deputy Secretary for Special 
Projects at the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. He was involved in a wide 
variety of areas, including permit and enforcement decisions and the development of policies and 
regulatory initiatives. He served as a trouble-shooter between the Department of Environmental 
Protection and the regulated community and worked on projects involving the reuse of industrial 
sites and the promotion of economic development. As Deputy Secretary, he managed the 
implementation of Pennsylvania's Land Recycling Act (Act 2 of 1995) and helped write the 
regulations for the land-recycling program. He also represented the commonwealth in the 
Republican Governors Association Task Force on CERCLA reform.
 
Bolstein is a former member of the American Bar Association's (ABA) Standing Committee on 
Environmental Law. He is also a past officer in the ABA's Section on Natural Resources, Energy, 
and Environmental Law (now SEER), and currently serves as vice-chair of the Committee on 
Innovation, Management Systems and Trading and the Committee on Science & Technology. He 
is listed as one of the top environmental lawyers in Pennsylvania in the Chambers Guide USA, 
Best Lawyers, and PA Super Lawyers.
 
In 1995, he received the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's Award for 
Excellence. In 1999, he was presented with the Excellence in Environmental Achievement Award 
from Bethlehem Steel Company for his work on the Bethlehem Works Project, the largest 
brownfield site in the country. In January 1999, Governor Ridge appointed Bolstein to a five- 
year term on Pennsylvania's Human Relations Commission, which is responsible for developing 
state policy and regulations and adjudicating claims alleging discrimination in the areas of 
housing, employment, and educational opportunities. He was reappointed by Governor Rendell in 
2005 and 2010.
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Upcoming Events

Women's History Month Event: Melissa Harris-Perry
York College 
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Lunch & Learn: Nicole Tyler
Virtual

Lunch & Learn: Suzanne V. Estrella
Virtual

Fair Housing Trainings: Domestic Violence & Fair Housing 
Virtual

Lunch & Learn: Rev. Carla Christopher
Virtual

Housing Equality Conference
Weitzman National Jewish American Museum
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